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Expenditure on Death Ceremonies

For a few days after a death the chief mourner remains in a
state of ceremonial impurity. The termination of the period of
impurity is marked by a feast to the brethren. This involves
considerable expenditure. Some of the castes make it obliga-
tory for the chief mourner to stand the brethren drinks as well
in addition to a feast. Special importance is attached to these
last ceremonies. A Khatik, for instance, must feast the entire
thok on such an occasion, but on no other occasion is the feast-
ing of the whole thok essential. The money spent on such occa-
sions generally varies from Rs. 15 to Rs. 30. Here and there,
steps have been taken to reduce the expenditure that has to be
incurred on such occasions. This usually takes the form of
doing away with tari or wine, or reduction of the number of
people who have to be feasted.

Literacy

Educationally the depressed classes are extremely back-
ward. A reference to Appendix XVII will reveal that of the
Chamar (U.P.) and the Pasi (U.P.) males aged seven years and
over only 6 and 5 per mille respectively were found to be lite-
rate in 1931. It may be noticed that the proportion of literates
amongst the male Chamars of Bengal is much higher than else-
where in Northern India. In the case of the Namasudras 145
per mille of the males aged 7 years^and over were literate. Pro-
bably the Namasudras are educationally the most advanced
depressed caste. Next in importance are Jaliaya Kaibarattas
with 122 literate males per mille of males aged seven years
and over. The position of the depressed class females in regard
to literacy is much worse. While in the U.P., 04 per mille of the
Chamar females aged seven years and over were, in 1931,
found to be literate, the corresponding figures for Bihar, the
Punjab and Bengal were 0*7, 1 and 15 l respectively. Of Jaliaya
Kaibaratta females 22 per mille were literate. This figure for
female literacy is much higher than that of any other depressed
caste referred to in Appendix XVII. Incidentally, the figure for
female literacy of Brahmins (U.P) and Rajputs (Punjab) are 25
per mille and 13 per mille respectively. Speaking generally, the

l The figure for Bengal relates to females aged four years and over.